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Reagan Defends 
CovertRebelAid 
in Nicarapa 

Bv GEORGE SKELTON, 

Trmts Staff Writcr ■ ' 

W ASHINGTON — PreádeDt Rea- 
gari sajtí Wedoesday tbat Congress 
woulc set “a ve^ : daxigerousprece* 
dent” if it cut off covert ^id to 
; guerrilla ^freeöom : tñgbters" , dnTNic- 
aragua, iinpiyMxg that tbey -haveis 
Jegiümate a rigbt ix> r cp ree en t the - 
v auzens of Nkaragua as -does 4be 
1 SarxiinisLa go ven u nenL 

Asserting tbat the leftist SandiD- 
istas came 4o power “out of 4he 
barrel ’ of . a gun, r ’ Reagau asked 
rbetjoncaüy: ~Other Ahan being -íd 
contro) of the capitai aud baving a 
bandie ori aü Xhe levers, wbat 
. makes tbeiD ,ary xoore a Jegmmate 
govemmejtt r.oban the peopie of 
Nicaragua .who are asking i or -a 
chance to yote ior the kintí of 
govenirDentthey'waDt? M 

N ot J ost Stl vtéor Arms . 

Manv of tbe'guemDas dow bat- 
tling tbe NicaraguaD govemiDent 
are áisiliusioned former revoiutiOD- 
aries wbo fought with tbe Sandinis- 
tas wben 'tbey overthrew ihe miii- 
tary dictatorship of Anastasio 
Somosa in 1979, Jteagan said But 
they were “betrayec," the Presi- 
dent öeclared, *when the Sandinis- 
tas. after seizing power, refused to 
keep iheij promises u> cali elections 
antí move towarti democracy. 

Reagan, answering questions 
irorn sa reporters durrng a 35-min- 
uie iDterview íd the Oval Office, 
look his argument for providing 
coven aiti to tbe Nicaraguan guer- 
rilias £ step beyoDd his prevrous 
sutements— tbat the so)e purpose 
, of the assisunce is to heip sever the 
„ SanQinistas\ cupp)y of arms to tbe 
rebels battling U-S.-backed govem- 
ment troopsinS Saiyador. 

The President acknowleáged that 
the Nicaraguan guerrilias are using 
U.S. arms against the Sandinisu 
, govemment ^and dití not cxpress 
concem about it 


A iaw, signetí in' December tíy 
Reagan .as an amendment to an 
appropriations bül, forbids-'U.S. as- 
sistance “fortbe purpose” of over- 
throwing the Nicaraguan govem- 
ment or provokmg c xniiitary 
confronution between Nicaragua 
antí neighboring Honduras. 

Reagan on Wetínesday sioughetí 
off the issue oí whetber tbe U£ - 
supported guerrilias are trymg to 
overthrow the Nicaxaguan govem- 
ment, .becianng “tbese forces that 
haye risen up.in^opposition to the 
Sandinisu ^ovemment are . . . 

; peopie-whovráipiyijwa^^ 

i .grnTngnl^^rf.^Jirár^pia _xo keep .it£ 

: : prpmÍÄes.r * n , . v. >:, T 
- *!Many -oí -these tpeopie are busi- 
j ^essmen wbose buanesses have 
jbeM^jtaken viover/’ -jteagan ^said. 
*ÍEhey are i armers-whose iand was 
•eized -by -this ^ovcmment .. . . 
And-they're^TOtesting this vioia- 
tionnf what had maáe themsupport 
the revolution to begin with.” 

; -Using Ahis. and other reasoning, 
Reagan several .times in *the inter- 
• view referred.;.to -%be Nicaraguan 
I guerrilIaE -as^freeáonv fighters." 

; Buthe said tberebeis in.El SaJvaáor 
[•are.f^niemlÍÄ^^.not freeáom fight- 
j er^rbecause tbeyve got freedom“ 

! aiready antí *Aaj*íighting against an 
eiectetí govenxmenL"’. 

, Tbe , _DemocraUc-control)ed 
Houselñteliigence^Cominntee, on £ 
9-5 pa rty -lipe vote; ap provetí legis- 
íation Tuesday to cut iff funds f or 
covert operations by the anti-San- 
-dinisu rebeis. Tbe measure author- 
| *izes overt aiti to Centra] Amencan 
, nations for the purpose of interdict- 
ing arms suppbes from Nicaragua 
and Cuba to guerrilias attempting to 
overthrow govemments. 

Reagan criticizetí the politicaJ 
“partisanship M of the committee 
vote. And he said that if the propos- 
aJ ever became iaw, “it wouia -set £ 
very dangerous precedent v > by "iit- 
,; etál]y taking away -theability of the 
Ebcecutive Branch to carry >out -its 
constitutiona) responsibiiities^ to 
conduct foreign pohcy. 
l The Presiöent obiected to “the 
; restrictions" the committee voted to 
put on any overt aid— iimtutions 
such as aliowirxg it u> be eannarked 
on)y for govemmems, not gueml- 
las. He said the other CentraJ Amer- 
; ican govemmenu might not want to 
;#, give that money lo tbe freedom 
fighters in Nicaragua.” . 


Again defending theai^jplyiixgíd 
*U£. aití to the Nicaraguairguerrü- * 
das, Reagan said, *The vwhoie pur. 
J>ose>of the Sandmisu^govemment 
*eems 10 be not only^fhdping rebels 
in) El Saivador, but ihe ^ezport of 
revoiution to other mationa.“ .Be 
crited Honduras and-Cosu Hica-ÄS 
being ^plagued by radicalsdn their 
midst who are encouragetí .by^the 
Sandinisu govenimenC^- , , r 
Earlier, White House«pokesman 
^anxSpeak^readix^ 

-statenent, 'complained tEucutting 

Ofí KWSrtjjÖTroulí liaw k" ■■ 

Aand -amount to “an Jxumecessai^ - 
r restrictionTjn '‘ünfluennpgSandiD- - 
rista Lebavior.’'‘3e ' 

tion would “acquiesce in tbeongo- 
Ing a»e of Nicaraguan temttny *sa - 
sanctuary for < Salvadoran) ^ánsur- 
^gents.” . , 

■Meanwbüe, Tbe Times iearoed 
tbat 'ClA Lirector W flliam fl. -Ca»ey ** 
toldmembers of Congreas this weei 
tbat if U2S. funds for covert opera- 
'bons were cut o2, tbe anti-Sandin- 
ista effort would -eaaentiaHv mm. 
i>le. íie said tbe PDN (Nicaraguan 
j'Democratic Force) guemllas bave 
pelied iiearüy on U J. funds, train- 
'ingandarms. 

Tbe question-antí-answer»e*äon 
■witb Reagan was the aecend oí its 
kintí recenüy in which presidential 
advisers. seeking to make tbe 'Presi - 
dent Tnore accessible to Ihe press, 

• have -invited srx White House re- 
■porters to tnterview bim. 

; The interviewers have repre- 
•sented a mDCttire from the press 
corps antí this time was compoeed of 
reporters from the Dallas Moming 
News, Copley Newspapers, The 
New 'York Times. U£. News & l 
World Report, NBC-TV -antí the, 
New York Daily News. The Oval ; 
Office session was piped by inter- ] 
eom to tbe rest of tbe -press eorps i 
sitting in tbe White fiouse press j 
room. ■■ j 
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